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This month in Washington 
state, U.S. Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack urged more 
attentive management of forests 
and grasslands, calling them 
valuable environmental and 
economic attributes that are in 
need of restoration and conser-
vation. 

“It is time for a change in 
the way we view and manage 
America’s forest lands with an 
eye toward the future,” he said. 
“This will require an unprece-
dented, all lands approach that 
engages the American people 
and stakeholders. It is essential 
that we reconnect Americans 
across the nation with the natu-
ral resources and landscapes 
that sustain us.” 

The Forest Service manages 
national forests and grasslands 
encompassing about 193 mil-
lion acres—an area equivalent 
to the size of Texas. Still, more 
than 80 percent of forests in the 
United States are outside the 
National Forest System.  

Vilsack said the Obama 
administration will seek to in-
crease cooperation with states 
and private land owners, includ-
ing businesses, individuals and 
Native American tribes.  

He was urging “a collabora-
tive management approach with 
a heavy focus on restoring” 
natural resources. A total of 512 
projects are aimed at promoting 
natural resource rehabilitation 
and at creating “green” jobs. 
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Dear friends, colleagues, and clients,  

We are encouraged by U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack’s 
speech in Seattle, Washington recognizing the need to manage our natural 
resources.  Vilsack says it’s vital that “we reconnect Americans to the 
natural resources and landscapes that sustain 
us”. Way to go, Tom! 

We see an affirmation of the kind of 
work Ranchland Development, Inc. does to 
connect the work of many people: landown-
ers, NRCS, and conservation associations. 
We all work together for good stewardship of our natural resources. 
 

Sincerely, 
Roland Spencer, President, Ranchland Development, Inc. 
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There is a funding program offered through the USDA, with 
the first enrollment beginning 
between Aug. 10 and Sept. 30, 
that supports conservation efforts 
for land and water quality while 
addressing global climate change 
and environmentally responsible 
energy production. 

Eligible lands include crop-
land, pastureland, rangeland, 
nonindustrial private forest land, 
and tribal agricultural land. See 
http://nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
new_csp/csp.html 

Interestingly, the estimated 
range of payments, at $5 to $22 
per acre, average out to reflect 
figures for annual costs of main-
tenance that we have compiled 
based on the costs of reclaiming 
land that has been neglected over 
a period of 10-30 years. 

We encourage producers 
and landowners to be good stewards and take care of land mainte-
nance before problems get beyond the scale of their annual budget. 
However, Ranchland Development, Inc. can help with both recla-
mation and maintenance. You can plan for work that can be ac-
complished over a period of 3-5 years. Maintenance brings higher 
productivity and pays for itself over time. 

Email us at ranchland@iwinfield.net or call 800-324-0042. 
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In August, we used our 
track hoe clearing trees and 
repairing a waterway (see 
below). Earlier in the month, 
Roland went to Spokane, 
Washington to visit with the 
manufacturer of the sawhead. 
He toured their manufactur-
ing facility, saw the demon-
stration of the sawhead, and 
felt that it will be an asset to 
landowners and RDI. 

Each piece of equipment 
has its capabilities. We match 
our equipment to the task that 
it is best used for and done at 
peak performance.  

Using a combination of 
equipment gets more work 
done efficiently and thereby 
lowers costs per acre for the 
landowner. 

Our goal is to get your 
land healthy and productive. 
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Ranchland Development, Inc. does work we call ranch restoration. This is an all 
encompassing division serving new and existing landowners to create or recreate 
features on their property: excavation, design and build, entrance gates, fencing, 
water infrastructure, roads, water crossings, buildings, barns, and cabins. 

Email or call us at ranchland@iwinfield.net or 800-324-0042. 

In weed, tree, and brush control it is important to remember that any major clearing 
work needs to be followed up in the next growing season with spot treatment and pre-
scribed burning. In fact, effort needs to be put into weed, tree, and brush control each 
year. A major clearing operation gets you back to where you can manage annual 
weeds, trees, and brush with a reasonable maintenance budget. The maintenance costs 
can be paid with your gains and still make more money for you. 

RDI will be offering GPS spot treatment programs in 2010 and we will also be adding 
a new piece of equipment to our spraying fleet: a horse and pack horse that can be 
taken over rough terrain where other equipment cannot go.  Contact us soon so we can 
put together a spot treatment plan for you. 

800-324-0042 or ranchland@iwinfield.net 
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