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    Salt cedar or Tamarisk/
Tamarack has grown up in west-
ern Kansas in rangeland where 
the water table is shallow and or 
salty. Between 1981 and 1991 
the surface area covered by salt 
cedar doubled, notesTom Flow-
ers, District Conservationist in 
Meade Co. Ten years later in 
2001, the area covered by the salt 
cedars had doubled again, as  
measured by Kansas Department 
of Agriculture flyover surveys of 
rivers and waterways. 
     The salt cedar canopy is 
nearly complete, or 100%, and 
has crowded out any other 
plants, especially along subirri-
gated waterways. In other areas, 
young salt cedar plants dot the 
pastures and threaten the grass. 
Young “whip” plants turn into 
bushy trees during years of no 
management. 
     To regain the water and 
sunlight for grass, mowing and 
spraying can be used to reclaim 
pastures dotted with younger 
shrubs. Along waterways where 
the stands of salt cedar are dense, 
time intensive, aggressive me-
chanical means and chemical 
stump treatment can be used 
successfully. Contact RDI at 800
-324-0042 or email us at ranch-
land@iwinfield.net to schedule 
your project. 

		

	

Dear friends, colleagues, and clients,  

This summer’s work has taken us to western Kansas, so we are featuring 
two of the invasive plants there: salt cedar and sand sage brush. We sure 
do enjoy meeting people who are improving their ranches, and we appre-
ciate seeing the partnerships between landowners and organizations dedi-
cated to improving the quality of rangeland and waterways. Kansas Alli-
ance of Wetland and Streams partnered with landowners to address salt 
cedars in their subirrigated waterways.  
 

Sincerely, 
Roland Spencer, President, Ranchland Development, Inc. 
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     There are a variety of range conditions and invasive plants in 
Kansas. One invasive plant that crowds out grasses in southwest-
ern Kansas is sand sage (Artemesia filafolia). As with any invasive 
plant, shrub, or tree we often overlook its encroachment until its 
size cannot be ignored. By then, the invader has a healthy popula-
tion that can quickly take up a significant percentage of the pasture 
year after year. 
     Simple mechanical and chemical treatments can overcome in-
vaders like sage. At the Hager Ranch in Meade, Kansas pastures 
with sage were mowed to get the plant canopy reduced. The photo 
to the right shows some of the 700-800 acres that were mowed last 
year and an additional 700-800 acres that were mowed this year. 
     The next step is the chemical treatment. Tom Flowers, District 
Conservationist for Meade County has described the window of 
opportunity for chemical treatment as follows: early spring growth 
is ¼” per week, but in the late spring/early summer sage plants 
grow 6-12” per week. This is called the bolt stage. During this 
time plants have tender foliage and weak root reserves, ideal con-
ditions for chemical application. The window for chemical treat-
ment begins to close 10-14 days after the bolt stage begins. The 
plant develops a waxy cuticle on its foliage that prevents chemical 
absorption. 
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The most important concept 
is that pasture invaders can be 
addressed mechanically and 
chemically to maintain or 
develop the most productive 
pastures. When we look at 
pastures as plant communities 
that must be defended from 
invaders, we see our role 
clearly as stewards. Let 
Ranchland Development, Inc. 
help you with your land  
stewardship. 
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 Managing land comes with a lot of projects that fight for the top of the priority list. 
Some years, a lot of worthwhile projects get ignored because of chores that come up  
due to weather or disaster, or just running out of labor, time, and money. 

The projects that get ignored or put back include the little trees coming in the pas-
tures that you plan to spray, burn, or cut down. Or maybe it’s the spraying of the su-
mac or plum or other brush that gets put off.  

After this happens a few years in a row, there’s a much bigger problem than those 
“little” trees or those few patches of brush.  

Ranchland Development, Inc. can help you in the early stages by developing a man-
agement plan and provide annual maintenance services such as our spot spraying 
program and prescribed burning. If you are tackling a more mature infestation, let us 
work with you to develop a clearing program using our state of the art clearing equip-
ment, spray rigs, and our prescribed burn services.  

Ranchland Development, Inc.: ranchland@iwinfield.net or 800-324-0042. 

In our experience, using current aerial maps to plan tree clearing pays off. There are 
decisions to be made about which areas to clear based on the density of trees or brush.  

Using aerial maps, you can decide which areas to start clearing first, you can deter-
mine project costs, and you can match our equipment and manpower to the areas you 
want cleared. 

So take stock of your goals and get those aerial maps from your Natural Resources 
Conservation Service NRCS office. This is a free service to the landowner/producer. 

Our state of the art clearing equipment gets your clearing done quickly with minimal 
ground disturbance, allowing your pasture ground to rebound right away.  You gain 
productivity and land value. 

Call us at 800-324-0042 or email us at ranchland@iwinfield.net with your project. 
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