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Dottie is Roland’s dog, and is 
dear to Ranchland Develop-
ment, Inc. staff and clients. 
She’s a English collie-Blue 
healer cross which makes her 
both pretty and smart! She 
travels well and has been with 
us during pasture burning and 
trips to scout new work. Ro-
land says she has travelled 
more miles in the back of his 
pickup than many people have 
driven. She loves cool weather 
and the wind in her fur, but 
also the pleasures of laying in a 
clear creek and getting a drink 
at the same time, and then roll-
ing in the grass. 

�����������	
������
���������	��� ������	��������

���	������������
�����
�	���������
������������	��� ��

Incinerating trees left to lay in a pasture depends on the sur-
rounding fuel load: there must be enough grass  to create a fire 
hot enough to burn up the cedar. The usual fuel load burns up 
the foliage of the cedar, but leaves a carcass which includes the 
trunk and most limbs. These carcasses remain for another 1-3 
years, taking up grazing area.   
 
An attractive alternative technique is piling the cut cedars for 
burning in an appropriate location. This clears the trees from 
the grazing area and away from gullies or ditches. Piled cedars 
incinerate thoroughly, leaving little or no debris. The flat areas 
where the pile was burned do not erode in the time it takes the 
prairie plants to grow back. Grasses and forbes can easily be 
reseeded with light cultivation. The square footage of the pile 
burning location is a tiny percentage of grazing area lost com-
pared to the area lost with trees left to lay. 
 
Other alternative techniques are mulching cedars or collecting 
them for biomass. These techniques depend on equipment and 
current industry demands. For the mechanical tree removal 
process, piling and burning cedars is the most practical and the 
most advantageous to the cattle grazer and prairie conserva-
tionist. 
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Clearing cedar trees to reclaim 
grassland pasture involves making 
decisions about techniques and 
their specific benefits. The most 
common practice is cutting cedars 
and leaving them to lay. Alterna-
tive practices include piling cedars 
for burning or processing them for 
mulch or biomass. Here are some 
factors to consider in the decision 
to leave them lay or stack them for 
burning.  
 
First, a living cedar with a 6-foot 
spread at the drip line covers ap-
proximately 28.5 sq. ft. of lost 
grazing area. The goal in clearing 
the cedar is to regain the grazing 
area.  
 
The most common technique is to 
cut cedars and let them lay where 
they were cut. When these trees 
are cut and left to lay, they still 
consume grazing area and shade 
the grasses that need sun to thrive. 
Another consequence is produced 
by high 
winds 
which can 
carry the 
cut trees to 
undesir-
able loca-
tions and 
create 
problems 
like damaged fence and bunching 
in gullies and ditches. The conse-
quence of trees burned in gullies 
is erosion and poor water quality. 
The hot cedar fire removes vege-
tation that normally would retain 
the sides of gullies and ditches 
and filter the water gathered there. 
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Dear friends, colleagues, and clients,  

As hay is harvested and corn gets planted, we are in our spray sea-
son. We have spot sprayed pastures using our gators with 60 gallon 
tanks. We can get around weeds, trees, and brush. The pastures we 
have sprayed had buckbrush, blackberry, thistle, dogwood, sumac, 

sericea lespedeza, sand plum, hedge, and locust. There is plenty of work 
to be done to make a pasture healthy. Let us help you with the work on 
your pastures and prairie. Let’s get that Johnson grass sprayed for you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Roland Spencer, President, Ranchland Development, Inc. 

������������	
��
�������
���
�
���	
�������	��������������
��
��
���
��������
	��

' 
 � � � � 
 � � ( � �&��
� � � � �$� � � � � � �) � � � � � � �$�� �

� � � � � � � � � �* � � � � � 	� � � � � ) � � � � � �
�$� � �+� � � � �



���������	
���
�����
����������

����������
������������������

��
�����
����������
�������������

 

 

 ��!�
����"�#�� �$!������

, � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � - � � 
+� � � � � � � �+� 
- � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� ��������������	
������
���
����������������
�������������������
����������
���������������
�����	������
����

. � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � - � � � � � � � � �+� � � � � � � � � � �$�) � � � � �

�

 The mission at Ranchland Development, Inc. is to improve, develop, and maintain 
the rangelands that occur throughout the west. In the Flint Hills, we work for the tall 
grass prairie ecosystem which includes grassland and riparian areas. The trees we 
now have in the prairie began growing near the creeks and rivers. These trees in-
clude several kinds of oak, sycamore, and hackberry. These trees provide food and 
shelter for wildlife and are slow growing. On the other hand, Hedge, Locust, and 
Cedar trees are not native to the tall grass prairie and are considered invasive be-
cause they grow and spread beyond creek and river areas into the rangeland areas. 
They grow and multiply quickly and crowd out grassland in a hurry if you don’t 
look at controlling them each year with burning or chemical treatment. Once trees 
grow beyond the size that fire can control, mechanical removal is necessary 

Call us at (800) 324-0042 or 620-221-2200. 

Ranchland Development, Inc. offers dozer services with our D-6 Cat dozer. One of 
those services is to develop, improve, or maintain ranch water crossings. The last two 
years of heavy summer rains have played havoc with the water crossings on many 
ranches. This heavy water flow on top of letting years go by with no dozer work cre-
ates a situation where the crossing approach is too steep or has become complicated by  
the growth of trees and deposits of rock and gravel left behind by heavy water flow. 

We bring expertise to our dozer work on creek crossings by looking at the natural flow 
pattern of the creek channel and removing debris and trees that disrupt the flow 
through the area of the crossing. That way, the work lasts for a period of years rather 
than just making the crossing work for the current season. Call us to get your crossings 
in shape at 800-324-0042 or 620-221-2200. 
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